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folk-lore finds in them a veritable storehouse of information upon primi- 
tive philosophy and religion. In his introduction, full of enthusiastic 
and luminous exposition of this philosophy, Mr. Curtin claims for the 
body of myth and legend to be gathered from the aborigines of North 
America, as it appears in a wide area among various tribes, the fullest 
and most original presentation of early human thought to be obtained 
anywhere in the world, and argues that from it is to be obtained the clue 
to the interpretation of the less intelligible remains of primitive philoso- 
phy and religion among other peoples. His industry and enthusiasm are 
admirable, and his conclusions worthy of earnest consideration. Others 
might question his assertion of the primitive character and originality 
of these myths. He nowhere feels it necessary to defend them from 
the suspicion of having been contaminated by higher ideas derived 
from without. Still, others might claim tbat myths are always second- 
ary, not primary ; and hence a deeper search must be made for that 
which the myths explain, viz., the rites and institutions. The problems 
are difficult and complex, but all material like this, gathered with patient 
care and preserved, helps on the final solution. — George Stephen 
Goodspeed. 

Vortrdge uber kritische Fragen des Alten Testaments. Von Dr. theol. 
Adolph Zahn. (Leipzig: Verlag von E. Ungleich, 1898; pp. xv-f- 
163; M. 2.20.) Dr. Zahn's lectures are undoubtedly interesting read- 
ing. The author is a stanch supporter of the orthodox view of the 
Scriptures. He is vigorous in the presentation of his case, and 
uncompromising in the statement of his beliefs. His polemic is rather 
sharp and sometimes too personal. After a general introduction the 
author gives us in his first lecture a criticism of the methods of the 
higher critics. The second series of lectures is an application of his 
own method to the book of Joshua, the books of the Kings, the Psalms, 
and the Law. There is nothing new in these lectures, and it is doubt- 
ful whether modern critics, either of a naturalistic or an evangelical 
tendency, will concede their defeat, which our author proclaims. — Die 
Aussagen des Neuen Testaments uber den Pentateuch. Von Dr. C. F. 
Nosgen, Professor in Rostock. (Berlin : Verlag von Wiegand & 
Grieben, 1898 ; pp. 68 ; M. 0.80.) Certain radical critics take no interest 
in the subject of this monograph. What Jesus and his apostles say 
about the Pentateuch is treated by them with indifference. Christ 
shared the views of his contemporaries. It could not be otherwise. 
For such men N6sgen has written in vain. Others, however, will read 
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this able and well-written pamphlet with profit. The author first 
emphasizes Jesus' relation to the law ; then he proceeds to show the 
use Jesus makes of the beginnings of the history of redemption ; and at 
last he speaks of Jesus' appeal to the testimony of Moses to himself. 
The sayings of the apostles are merely touched upon, when necessary 
for the completion of the Savior's teachings. — Nicholas M. 
Steffens. 

Die socialen Verhaltnisse der Israeliten. Von D. Frants Buhl. 
(Berlin : Reuther & Reichard, 1899 ; pp. 130; M. 2.) To all students 
of sociology in its historical forms and manifestations this unpretend- 
ing book of Professor Buhl will be very helpful. It is prepared by a 
scholar of the first rank, who is intent, not on spinning theories, but on 
giving facts. After two introductory chapters, one on the land of 
Israel as a basis for its economic life, and one sketching the social and 
economical development, the author takes up in detail the various 
branches and elements of social activity among the Israelites, as the 
family, clan, and tribe, the political constitution, citizenship, property, 
occupations, money, taxes, etc. In the many points on which light is 
dim and conclusions uncertain, and therefore disputed, the discussion 
is as far as possible objective, and the results which can be regarded as 
fairly certain are put forward. Such topics are those of the matri- 
archate, the population, and the year of jubilee. Every thorough- 
going student of the history of Israel will give this book an important 
place among those frequently consulted by him. — Untersuchungen uber 
die Erzvater bei den Propheten bis zum Beginn des babylonischen Exils. 
Von Rudolf Hollmann. (Dorpat : Karow, 1897; pp. iv + 84; M. 1.) 
Hollmann writes with good sense and scholarly ability on the prob- 
lems connected with the passages in the pre-exilic prophets dealing 
with the patriarchs. It is striking that there is very little reference to 
the patriarchs in these writings, a fact which seems to indicate that 
these heroes were not prominent in the prophetic religious conscious- 
ness. Isaac is mentioned only once, and that in a late Jeremiah pas- 
sage. Abraham first appears in Ezekiel, though he is probably meant, 
but not mentioned, in Jer. 11:5. Of the three patriarchs Jacob is 
the most popular figure among the prophets, while among the later 
prophets Abraham is beginning to come forward. There is some 
evidence that different traditions from those in Genesis were employed 
by the prophets, but this may be due solely to the prophetic purpose 
and point of view. Hollmann gives a good deal of attention to the 



